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Foo d PI·ocessi11g 

Te.~-tileS & c1othi11g 

'\\rood & Furniture 

Paper & P r inting 

Rubber & Chemicals 

Metals & Engineering 

Other Manufacturing 

Indust r ies 

Building & Construction 

commerce 

Insurance , Banking & 

Finance 

Professions 

Public Services & 
Administration 

Personal Services 

Other Industry 
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TABLE G 

i 

Tullamore t: D 

B. U D rrr . . 

Edenderr,· To~'Il 
V 

Clara T O'"'n 

Banagher Town 

Kilcormac Town 

Ferba.ne Town 

Rem. of Birr RD , . 

Rem. of Edenderry 
R. D. 

Roscrea R. D. 

Rem. Tullamore 
R.D. 

, 

INDUSTRIAL OCCUPATION BY RURAL & URBAN AREAS 1961 

Sex 
Ag1·iculture 
Forestry & 

Fishi11g 

M 63 
F 7 

M 70 
F 2 

M 51 
F 10 

• M 65 
F 6 

M 36 
F 6 

M 40 
F 3 

M 34 
F 3 

M 2,675 
F 389 

M 832 
F 115 

M 1,023 
F 155 

M 2,545 
F 380 

Mining 
Quarrying & Manufacturing 

Turf Production 

24 457 
285 

34 169 
- 59 

162 186 
4 145 

8 412 
202 

29 74 
1 5 

125 5 
3 

50 12 
2 

453 145 
6 78 

386 52 
1 66 

8 77 
- 40 

509 228 
3 289 

Building & 
Construction 

138 

90 

t," ,-, 
.. , 

32 

•. 0 L, 

14 
..L -

-
14 
-

152 
-

104 
1 

74 
-

307 
1 

Commerce 
Professions 

& Finance 

584 
292 

297 
166 

180 
87 

106 
44 

56 
53 

49 
31 

56 
48 

213 
154 

62 
65 

256 
86 

403 
241 

.. - ---

PlllJlic 
Services Others 
& Transport 

161 39 
44 132 '1 ,,, 

122 27 
14 82 

56 6 
2 31 

32 6 
5 44 

30 5 
5 21 

24 2 
11 17 

61 2 
3 9 

169 21 
14 104 

78 1 
5 42 

75 8 
6 51 

150 19 
:ZB 90 
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.... N o cct J]>A'l'JONAJ, S'l'RUCTURE 1951-1961 
c 11ANGl•.~ t ., ~ 

t OG 1 
1961 Actual Ch a.nge 

1951-J.961 a 
1 nliu s I ri :'l 1 G 1•()\l JJ 

11,042 
8,342 -2700 

,A~i·tcn l tu 1·c.' 
139 

62 
+ 77 

r01.·cst l'S 14 
12 - 2 

1\Iiitit1g & QL1a1·1·yi11g 
1,247 

1,791 + 544 

Tui·f Productio11 
622 

583 - 39 

Food P1'ocessing 

T~~-tiles & Clothing 
1,789 

1, 993 + 204 

234 111 - 123 

Wood & Furniture 
29 32 + 3 

Paper & Printing 

Rubber & Chemicals 
5 59 + 54 

Metals & Engineering 
358 116 - 242 

Other Manufacturing 68 97 + 29 

Industries 

Building & Construction 1,529 1,007 - 522 

Commerce 
2,097 2,225 + 128 

Insurance, Banking & 

Finance 119 124 + 5 

Professions 1,225 1,180 - 45 

Public Services & 
Administrations 949 1,075 + 126 

Personal Services 1,034 698 - 336 

Other Industry 135 72 - 65 

Total of all Employed 22,558 19,656 -2902 
. . , 
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. 'h "Mining and Quarryi ng'' 
Plo in " e . 1961 bcr or J)C(> h r i sen since , lhe tl c 11 n111 rnY as 

'fh()u~h l C u11ty's econo 1 small i.e. some 38 men 
f thC o l tiVC Y ' ' 

.. crtor O 
• volved is re a On the other hand turf 

~ bcr 1n • • ted 
tot.al 11nn

1 nsion is 11ml ·h Turf Development Board 
t re expa t of t e . 

a11d fu t~ 
11 

sii1ce the even Bord Na Mona, 1n 1946, has 
prod~cti1~34 and its successor,In fact it can be regarded as 
Ltd. in f . ·tal importance.' h county' s employment 
become o Vl .• culture in t e 

Ond only to agr1 sec 
structure. 

ff 1 accounts for some 60% of 
• county O a Y t f th 

h r esent t1roe M na The exten o e At t e P . f Bord Na o • 
th total production ° Map 7 and consist of e e shown on 
Production works ar s acres at Boora, 5, 500 at 

1 20 000 gros 3 000 t approximate y ' acres at Derrygreenagh, , ou 
Blackwater, 16 , 000 t Ball dermot and 8, 000 acres at 
of a total of 6, OOO _a ;he annual production target 
Clonsast - Garryhinch. 1·sted below:-
. t the different works are l figures a 

Milled Peat Sod Peat 

Boora 1, 000 , 000 tons 40 , 000 tons 

Blackwater 
Derrygreenagh 
(Pt. in County) 
Clonsast-Garryhinch 
Ballydermot 
(Pt. in County) 

300,000 11 

800,000 
-

-

-

" -
200,000 11 

80,000 1 ' 

Boora supplies milled peat to the E. S. B. Power Station (90MW) 
at Ferbane and to the briquette factory at Derrinlough, (annual 
production of briquettes 120, 000 to 140, 000 tons), whilst the 
sod peat production (from the Turraun and Lemonaghan fields) 
is for private sale. Blackwater, on the other hand, supplies 
the E. S. B. Power Station (40MW) at Shannonbridge and 
Derrygreenagh supplies the E. S. B. Power Station (80MW) at 
Rhode and the Croghan briquette factory (annual production 
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7.6 
Although the picture is a very optimistic one for the next 

30 
years or so, a note of caution needs to be sounded. It 

is estimated that the bogs in the County will be nearing the 
end of their commercial lives by the turn of the century, 
and consequently the activities of Bord Na Mona will be 
severely curtailed. Research into the use of cut-away 
bogland for agricultural and forestry purposes is already 
well-advanced, but more thought s1 .oitld now be given to 

, the provision of alternative employment opportunities 
especially in the towns of Ferbane, Kilcormac. Rhode and 

Shannonbridge . 

' 
l 
l 

l 

I • 

l 

\ 

I 



       

 

 

 

 HISTORICAL 
COUNTY 
DEVELOPMENT 
PLANS 

 OFFALY CDP 1987-1997 
 





















































































































































































































































































































       

 

 

 

 HISTORICAL 
COUNTY 
DEVELOPMENT 
PLANS 

 OFFALY CDP 1995 



1 Q(,.,ly el11 ,ficd by c:cclcir ,1n<l 
-~ll: 11,1n1t er or 11cr~on~ t \ ()r' II\ CJ 1 ,n ·rablc 

. <•() I urc ,ct ,,\1l 

incf u~ltinl ttou1)1nu for tl\c ye r~ 1986 11
"

d 1' • • • 1 l1c • (ell conl1n111ng 

1:11111!0 •1r1cn1 in both 1\gr1cult,1ri\l 011 <1 '"
d11 

lry . . v,lh ,,<,~ 
I \<186 1\ sl1g.lll gt o 

1,c:ncl c J)cricnc.;cd l>ct\vccn 1981 ,,nt ~ • • Sector l iu tl1c Scr•11cc!i 
recorded i11 the services sector . l'!n,pl<)Y1

'
1 cn 1 ralc for \.he 

. ""' . . . I lo\vcr tha11 t 1c • 
~•• the oun1, nt 36 .7% 1s s1gu1ricanl Y 0 

1 d ltc1•ior1 (401/o) , 
Stntc (62%) and also that for the 1'vi1d an ° 

1986 
Sc-clor (11 clu stria l Gro11 11 

3 954 
t\gricu lturc, Forestry & Fisl1ing ,\gricultt11·c ' 

3.954 (22.9°/o) 
1,522 

Indus try Mi11ing, Quarry ing & T u rf 

6,760 (3 9 .2 %) Pro duc t ion . 

. 1 ,OS 5 
B uilding & Constru c ti o n 

Manufacturi11g 
3 ,467 

Industries 
149 

Electricity, Gas & Water 567 

Services Transport Communications & 

6,493 ,'36. 73 °/4, • storage 543 

Commerce Insurance 2,573 

Professio11al Services & Personal 2,649 

Public Ad111inistration & Defence 728 

T otal 17,208 

Ta b I c 5 E 111 Jl I o y 111 c 11 t by S cc to 1· a 11 d I n d us t 1· i al G 1· o u p i 11 g, 1 9 8 6 . 

• 
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l .2.2 

1.2.3 

1.2.4 

Arca 

Sccllon I 

·rhc 111,1j
0

, chnn1~c in cn\ployn,cnl \n C<> Offaly that ha-i occurred in 

lht past ten ye.tis has been the J<>h losses 1n 13ord na Nl ona . I3el~1cen 

t 98 l i\nd J 991 the \,V<>rkforcc 1n 1301 cl na Mona in the County fell 

r, on1 1,? 1 J 10 7?.1 l ' hc loss of I, 500 pc11nanenl jobs on a workforce 

popult111on 1atio is the cquiva l c11t lo lc>sing 30,000 jobs in Dublin . 

The area has been described as being a classic 'Conversion Arca' 

(using the tcrn1 ucfine<l in E .C. 2052/88 Ar t 9 .2 .) warranting an E.U . 
• • • r c l ra1n 1ng and 

• enterprise 
sponsored i11vcstn1cnt progra1n1nc 

dcvclopn1e11t . 

U11cn1p lo y n1 cnt 

1 n 

• 

In 1986 , 18 .8% (4,002 persons) of tl1c labour force were classified as 

being out of work . Tl1e most recent figures available for March, 

1994 record 4,750 l)crsons resident in Offaly regi stering as 

unen1ployed 

Labot1r Force 

The csti111atcd workforce (based on the populations projections in 

Table 4) for Co . Offaly up to the year 2006 is given in Table 6. 

1991 1996 2001 2006 

Co. Offaly 20,914 21,879 22,438 22,592 

1'ablc 6 Worl<forcc 1>rojcctio11 for Co. Offaly 1991 - 2006 

1.2. 5 If a base u 11c111pl oy111e11 t target rate of 10°/o is set for the year 200 l, 

tl1is would i1nply a need to create an additional 3,664 jobs i11 tl1e 

County by tl1at date or approximately 523 jobs per annutn between 

1994 and 2001. Tl1is is required to meet the anticipated increase in 

tl1e workforce and to reduce tl1e backlog of unc1nployment of over 

20% to t11c target rate of 1 Oo/o. 

15 



1.2.(, It •s beyond lhe !iCopc of tlus pl,1n 10 h• ,ng about the necessary 
. 1 • II depend on the 

1.2.7 

1.2.8 

1.2.9 

Ch ,l ll ii(.' S I O tll CC I 1 h ,. SC JO l, I ,11 J5 CI l> M II C I W t . . . . 
. . l SJJo nsorcd 1111L1at1vcs 

cco11on11c rltnl,\IC ,llld tht• l'XIClll or (love, llll) Cll • • 
. • , LO redress structural 
111 the ro, n, of 1nvc~tn1cnt ,ind rctr;i rniuu 

I • , ·ucanl invesL1nenl by ,vca~ncs:.cs 111 the local eco no111 y as wcl as sign, 
I I • cinploymcnt in the 

I 1c p11v.i1c Sector The potential for growl 1 111 

, . ·d t' fied by the Council sc·rv1ccs sector including 1ourisr11 has been l en 1 .. 
and it 1s fron1 this sec tor that signi fi cant increases in job opporl~~Jltes 

I Id . . f bl econo1nic cond1t1ons. s iou c111e1 ge given the creation of avoura e . 
[l has been the trend that every job in the industrial sector gave rise 

to two jobs in the services sector; thus 1nany of the new jobs to be 

created in the County n1ust cn1anate fron1 this sector · 

The Counci l's prin1ary function in relation to employ1nent is to ensure 

the provis ion of adequate infrastructural facilities, the zoning of 

sufficient land and to actively participate in the acquis ition and 

devel opn1cnt of sites where appropriate. 

The Council considers that it has a further sig11ificant role to play in 

acting as a Co-ordinator for the different develop1nent agencies and a 

facilitator for local en1ploy1ncnt initiatives. 

Special En11>loyn1ent Initiatives 

County Enterprise Boards were established in 1993 to focus 

develop1ncnl and support local enterprise in order to build and sustai11 

t11e local econo1ny. Grant aid 111ay be provided to assist tl1e 

establishmenl of s111all projects in tl1e 1nanufacturing and 

internationally traded service areas. The Offaly County Enterprise 

Board has JJublis11cd a Three Y car Action Plan 1994 - 1997 in whicl1 

e11 terprise and job creation objectives arc set out. 

16 
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Offnly Cn11111,• Or"clo 11nenl J'lnn l}rnfl 
Sec ti on I 

1.2. 10 

1. 2. 11 

1.2.12 

The LEADER Progra1nn1e which operated successfully on a two-year 

pilot schen1e in Co . Offaly between 1992 and 1994 was responsible 

for providing grant support of £2.4m to 185 projects. The scheme 

e1npowered local co1nrnunities and encouraged enterprise at this 

level; and its re-establishn1ent is therefore desirable. 

The recent designation of North Offaly as an area of rural 

disadvantage will favour develop1nent in this area . This part of Co . 

Offaly has been targeted for an area based approach to long ter1n 

unen1ployn1ent through participation in the Local Developn1cnt 

Progra1nme under the National Dcvclop n1 cnt Plan 1994 - 1999. 

The designation of 17.44 acres (7 .04 beets .) in the centre of 

Tu llamore for rc-develop1nent under the Urban l"lcn ewal Act 1986 

gave rise to the successful re-developn1ent of these central areas 

The new Urban Renewal Scheme will be a further boost to 

develop1nent in the town. 

1.2.13 Following recon1n1endations made by the N.E.S .C. and the 

E .S .R.I.,County Offaly was favoured with special status for a three 

year period fron1 1989 to 1991 for industrial promotion under the 

Industrial Developn1ent Acts . Even through the schcn1c was 

successful, the underlying trends which warranted its introduction 

still persist . The Council considers that special measures arc still 

required to increase job creation in Offaly. 
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Section I 
Offal • Co unt y l)c v,· lo 1111,•111 1'1 1111 l)r11r1 

t.4.6 
h dcvelop1nent of 

In tot al Lhcsc resources for1n a posi tivo base fo r t c C , 
. cd by the ounty s 

1.5 

1.5. 1 

1.5.2 

1.5.3 

lourisn1 in the County and arc au asset to be enJOY . f 
bJ. ect to a variety o 

J>Opulat ic)n in general. 1' hcy arc however s u d 
I • 11 can directly amage 

prcssu, cs froo1 n1any fornls of dcvclop1T1c11 l w 11 c 11 
-1, Tourism Plan ~ 

:1nd destroy the resource . Tl1c Counci s 
, . ,, (Ad tcd in 1989) stresses 

Dcvrl o t)n1c-nt l'l :i n fo r Off;1ly 1 o ur1 s 111 _ op 
, • ty resources, so as to 

the need fo r protection of tl1e County s ameni 

n1axin1ise tl1e contribution of touris111 to the lo cal cconoiny • 

Agriculture :incl R11ral Rcs o11rccs 

d • tly agricultural 
County Offaly has traditionally been a pre 01111nan 

. d · • lt re has declined its County and while the numbers engage 1n agr1cu u ' 
sig11ificance in the County's economy remains. It is estimated that 

just over 20% of tl1e labour force are employed in Agricultural 

activities i11 tl1c County, wl1creas tl1e National average is estimated to 

be of tl1e order of 12%. Approximately 1,500 farmers in the county 

generate additional inco1ne frotn off-farm employment . 

La11d Use 
Statistics obtained from Teagasc, i11dicate that in 1994, 120,534 

l1cctarcs or 60% of total la11d area in tl1e County is used for 

agriculture. Woods and plantations account for a furtl1er 4 . 5°/o 

i11volving principally the State forests in tl1e Slieve Bloom Mountains 

witl1 tl1e rcinainder comprising in the main peat lands and tl1e lands 

taken up by towns and villages. Map No. 1 indicates tl1e location of 

tl1e principle JJeat and forest areas witl1in tl1c County. 

Soil Characteristics 

Results of a study conducted for tl1e Council on the phosphorus 

retention cl1aracteristics of lowland mineral soils in County Offaly 

dc111onstrated that tl1ey l1avc a low capacity to absorb Phosphorus. In 

addition, peat soils in tl1e County arc susceptible to leaching when 

large applications of Phospl1orus are made thus making them 

unsuitable for the disposal of animal waste. 
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Offaly C11 11n1 y r>c"c l op 1nl' III Pl an (l> r111'1) Section 2 

2.5.21 J>;1ll :i ~ L:ik c 

The scenic and rccrea lio na l value of Pall as Lake is recognised as is 

lhe value of ils unspoi ll rura l setting of this area The Council intends 

to carefu lly control developn1ent in the area in ord er to preserve its 

att ractiveness . 1'he Council also in tends to safeguard the visual 

character of the approacl1 roads and to act, if necessary, to safeguard 

the lraffic carry ing capacity of these road s. 

2.5.22 Clar;1 l~og and Es kcrs 

2.6 

2.6.1 

2.6.2 

Cl ara bog is an internationally renowned bogl and which is a 

designated Nature Reserve. Moreover the Esker syste,n adj acent to 

t he bog is recognised to be critically i1nportant to the functioning of 

the bogs so ak systen1 . ·rhe Council will, through its Development 

Control systen1 seek to protect and safeguard this area fro n1 

developn1ent which would da1nage or detract from its scientific, 

environn1en tal and ecological va lu e. 

Boglnnds 

The Council recognises the i1nportance of raised bogland as a n1ajor 

natural resource and its critical role in e1nployn1ent provision in the 

County . The develop1ncnt of the County's peat resources will be 

pron1oted and facilitated . However the Council will continue to 

pron1ote a policy of seeking the conservation of a representative 

sa1nple of peatlands and the protection of peat land habitats. Tl1e 

Council recognises the potential for utilisation of protected areas for 

tourist, an1enity, educational and research purposes. The Council wil l 

)iase with the various govern1nental and non-govern1nental agencies 

involved in a effort to secure the conservation of at least 4% of the 

orig inal peatland area of the County . 

The Council will co-operate with the Wildlife Service of tl1e Office of 

Public Works and the Peatland Conservation Council to have a study 

undertaken • in order to identify, on a sound scientific basis the 

pcatlands which should be conserved . This would botl1 strengthen 

the hand of the Council in ensuring the conservation of appropriate 

areas of peatland and at the sa1ne tin1e, identify peatla11d tl1at could 

be devclOJ)Cd co1nn1ercially. 
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Sec ti on 2 
orr:11y C1111 n 'Y !)('\ ('l11p111,•n ( Pl I II en I 1111) 

2.7 

2.7.1 

2.8 

2.8.1 

1 i vc in tcgra ted 
·r h l' C O ll 11 (' j I \V j 11 ~(!Ck I h C f O I ll 1 II I ., I i (.) 11 C > I ll CO 111 J') r C 1 C n S 

·1· .• n of tl1c large 
1,,ncl llSl' J)lrin ro1 lhc 1\1(\IIC d<!VCl()!)ll\Cnl and \Ill 1,1,allO 

• • the 
f 

. . . 1 ty Jn add1t1on, 
nrc.1~ l) < n1.1,v,1y h<)ti ,vh1cl1 now exis t 111 I 1c cc,un , 

f cutaway bog 
Jllnn sho1 Id c,1lt.~1 fc1r dcvrlop1t\cnt elf the furthc1 areas 0 

'' hi h ,,,i I ,tr 1sc c)vc1 the next 30 years as turf/1Jcal production comes 
. . d 1·1 re arc 32 400 

to n11 en I on the Cot1nty's 1n<l11str1,il bogla11 s. ,c • .' . 

I ... . M ownership 1n 
1c:cla1cs (} 0,000 acres) of iJcatlar1d 1n l3ord na 0 11 a .. 

Cou11l)1 C l'laly . Because of tl1c significa11l areas of land involved~ 
11 15 

1111porta11 o avoid JJicccn1eal or uncoordinated use/development of 

tl1is 111ajor I csourcc. 

Afforestation 

Applicatio11s for planning pcrrnission for afforestation projects will be 

cxa111incd 011 tl1e basis of tl1cir c11viron111c11tal co1npatib ility, including 

irnpact 011 tl1c landsca1ie as well as on areas of historical and cultural 

l1eritagc or of scientific or fisl1eries interest. In general, tl1ose areas 

under tl1c specific protection of the Wildlife Act 197 6 will be 

excluded fro1n forestry developments. The i1npact on tl1e public roads 

network in tl1e area will also be taken into consideration and 

contribution towards tl1e cost of public expenditure facilitating such 

develop1nents may be required. 

The Cou11cil recognises the importance of gravel extractions in the 

economic life of tl1e County and its i1nportance as a valuable source of 

cmploy111cnt in parts of tl1c County. It is also recognised however that 

exploitation of deposits can have a seriously damaging cnvironn1ental 

impact 011 tl1c scientific recreational and a1ncnity value of tl1c County's 

natural landscape JJarticularly its Esker 11ctwork. Tl1e suitability of 

any sucl1 enterprise sl1all be assessed on tl1e basis of the sensitivity of 

tJ1e Jocal c11viron1nent to sucl1 in1pacts, tl1e scale of tl1e development 

proposed and tl1c caJJacity of tl1e road network in the area to 

accominodatc associated traffic. 
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Preface Volume One 

D veloprnent Plan 
Offaly County e . 

1 
de objectives for the provision or 

t Plan shall inc u I" 
Infrastructure . that the Developmen nication facilities, water supp ies, waste 
5 1 O {2)(b) of th A t r qu1_rc I ..J · g transport, energy, corn mu ment Plan for the area) waste water 

. f t · tur in uu1n h Waste Manage 
facilitation of i_n ra i uf iliti (regard being had to t e 
re overy and d1 po al a . t 
ervic and an illary _rv_1 k -1 m nt in faci litating new developmen • 

Sati fa tor infra tru tu1 I a y e 

h 11 • elude objectives for: 
Environment f I A t ·ovides that a Development Plan s a . in t' ular the archaeological and natural 
ection 10(2)( ) o t1e c p1 . f the environment including, in par ic h , ·tes which may be prescribed 

"the con ervation and protection o . f European sites and any ot er SI 

heritaoe and the conservation and protection o 

for th; purpose of this paragraph" 

. 'dentified by the E.P.A. 
Five major pressures on the environment were I 

(i) 
(ii) 
(iii) 
(iv) 
(v) 

h' h cause climate change; 
Emission of greenhouse gases w ic . . nd a ricultural sources; 
Pollution of inland waters from urban, induStnal a g · I and municipal waste; 
Continued growth in volumes of non-agricultural, comr:nercia d 
Vehicle and other emissions endangering local air quality; an 

Threats to natural resources. 

d 
d • isolation from these considerations. 

Orderly and sustainable development cannot be planne or manage 111 

The County Development Plan must add ress these concerns. 

Archaeological Heritage 
European Sites ( cSAC) 
Other Natural Heritage Designations 

The development plan will identify and afford protection to Archaeological Heritage, European Sit~s (cSAC & 
SPA), Natural Heritage areas, Statutory Nature Reserves, Wildlife Sanctuary, Ramsar (Wetlands) sites, World 
Heritage Sites, Biogenetic Reserves, Landscape Conservation Areas, Tree preservation Orders and Salmonoid 
Rivers. In addition the plan may identify other non-s tatutory sites for protection/conservation. 

Integration 
Section 10(2){d) of the Act requires that a Development Plan shall include objectives for: 
"the integration of the planning and sustainable development of the area with the socia l, community and 
cultural requirements of the area and its population." 

This objective provides linkage between the Development Plan of the Local Authority and the COB strategy. 
A primary function of the strategy is to bring the socio-economic and physical planning processes together. 
The land-use policies of the Development Plan must be informed by and reflect the socio-economic and 
cultural considerations of the COB strategy. While the mandatory objectives as set out in the Act do not 
provide for economic considerations, these are clearly central to proper planning and sustainable 
development and must underpin the strategy, policies and specific objectives of the plan. However, in this 
context, the underlying approach should be that the Development Plan should take account of those matters 

that are particularly relevant to land-use. 

Preservation of Landscape Character 
Section 10(2)(e) of the Act requires that a Development Plan shall include objectives for: 
"the preservation of the character of the landscape where, and to the extent that, in the optn1on of the 
planning authority, the proper planning and sustainable development of the area requires it, including the 

preservation of views and prospects and the amenities of places and features of natural beauty or interest" 

The preservation of the character of the landscape can be secured by a variety of means including: 
(i) Zoning designations as set out in the Development Plan. 
(ii) Amenity designations as set out in Part XIII of the Act; and 
(iii) Other statutory and non-statutory designations including EU and international designation . 
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Protection of tru turc and P,· . L' f 
. ( , 1 v, ion o Ar , 

S ctIon 2)(f) and (g) of the /\ 1 re.' • 1 " th protection of tru 
1 

. _ . <7uirt' 11''1 •' l)c,vc,lopmc'nl Pl,m sh,,11 inc lud objectives for: 
• lilt'.\ o, {),lits of struc tu·, · I· I r • I h' • arti tic, ultural, . i nti(i • 

1 
. . . tc \ w H< 1 c1rc' 0 ~rwna c1r, ti'<•< tural, historical, archaeological 

' · 0 1•1 o, I<'< h/l/r,11 //llC'IC'sl." ' 

and 

"th pre ervati n of the h in lt'r of . 1 • . 1 • • • <11 1/le turn conservalton areas." 

ords of Protected Structures and Architectural Conservation Areas, the detailed 
I t • out In Part IV of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (Architectural 

umes and re-states many of the provisions of the Local Government (Planning 
· uidelines have been issued with regard to Protected Structures by the Minister 

, cht and the Islands. 

Regeneration 
:ection 10(3)(h) of the Act requires that a Development Plan shall include objectives for: 
the development and renewal of areas in need of regeneration." 

This objec~ive relates to the need to bring redundant and derelict land and buildings back into active use. It 
accords_ with the princip les of sustainable development by reducing the need for greenfield development, 
supporting the urban fabric and reusing existing resources. 

Traveller Accommodation 
Section 10(2)(i) of the Act requires that a development plan shall include objectives for: 
"the provision of accommodation for Travellers, and the use of particular areas for that purpose." 
The Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 1998 provides the legislative framework within which the 
accommodation needs of Travellers will be met. The Act requires Local Authorities to prepare and adopt five 
year programmes to meet the existing and projected accommodation needs of Travellers in their areas. 
Accommodation to be provided will range from standard Local Authority housing, group housing, permanent 

residential caravan parks (halting sites) and transient halting sites. 

Zoning policies will need to be drawn up in a flexible manner to reflect the urgent need to secure Traveller 

accommodation. 

Regard must be had to : 
"Guidelines for Residential Caravan Parks for Travellers" . 
"Guidelines for Accommodating Transient Traveller Families" - issued by the Department of the Environment 

and Local Government in 1997 and 2000 respectively. 
"Group Housing for Travellers" April 2002. 

Amenities 
Section 10(2)(j) of the Act provides that a Development Plan shall include objectives for: 
"the preservation, improvement and extension of amenities and recreational amenities. " 

Part XIII of the Act deals with amenities and makes provision, inter alia, for: 

(i) Areas of Special Ame~ity; 
(ii) Landscape Conservation Areas; 
(iii) Tree Preservation Orders; and 

(iv) Public Rights of Way. 

0 .,., 
> r 
-< 
n 
0 
C 
z 
j 

n 
0 
C 
z 
n 
r 

::., 
:::::; 

N 
0 
0 
w 

N 
0 
0 
I.O 

P Iv f h F
. t Schedule to the Act also refers to amenities and includes prov1s1on for landscape 

art o t e Irs . . f bl ' • • f t· • . t· of public rights of way provIsIon o pu Ic open space; prov1s1on o recrea 10n space, 
protection; preserva I0n , 
and control of roadside advertisement structures. 
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2.5 Conservation and Amenity. 

2.s.1 Areas of High Amenity 
The oun ii re,ognisc's ti, 

d 
• • ,c' l'C onomic s • I I I l f an cnhandng the 

1
, . . , on,1, cu tt11,1 ,m< rc•c rc•,1tion,1l imrortance o rrotecting 

• < I ,Wn1tlC''i or tlw ( I 1 • • j J h h ' / • I attra t1ons of tlw . oun y. t 1s c ons1< Ne•< t ,it t c• amenity recreat1ona 
nunty will 'ill!)! ·t I • • d • awarcnc and O!)I) ) .
1 

. . )OI l'rnp oyrn<'nl, improve• c•nv1ronmcntal and e ucat1onal 
• • c I un1t1C's 111d 11• r · • h bodi s 10 c1 hicvc th . ·' '. • isc, 1v111g st,rnd,mls. fhc Council will co-orerate wit other 

c lr,ltcgr, rl vcloprncnt or thi s se tor. 

2.s.2 Areas of High Ameni.ty (Locationl 
It hall be oun ii poli . • • 
nam I ti, 

51
. 

1 
Y lo protect and preserve the County's primary areas of high amenity 

reve B oom Mo t • Cl h Boora Parkland ran un ams, o~macnoise Heritage Zone, the River Shannon, Loug 
E ker The e . ' ~ ~anal, Croghan Hrll, Raheenmore Bog, Pallas Lake and Clara Bog and 

• area are rndrcated on Map No.s 4A, 4B, 4C. 

2.5.3 Lough Boora Parklands 

2.5.4 

2.5.4.1 

2.5.5 

2.5.6 

Lough Boora is made u f b 
1
. 

1 
k P O a num er of smaller sites including three different wetland areas, two 

~ng mg. a es and the famous Lough Boora Mesolithic Site. There are also areas of forestry, pasture, 
ower-nch natural grassland and wilderness areas. This area is shown in Map No.s 4A, 48, 4C. 

The laSt known population of naturally occurring Grey Partridge in Ireland survives in this area and 
should _ be take_n into account when considering any development application in this area. The 
Council recognrses the increasing significance of the developments, which have taken place on the 
cutaway bogs in West Offaly, culminating in the development of the Lough Boora Parklands by 
Bord Na Mona during the 1990s. In relation to the further development of the Parklands it must 
be tightly controlled if the negative impact of insensitive development is to be prevented. 

The Council will therefore, through its Development Control system seek to carefully control 
development to preserve the attractiveness and protection of habitats within the area. The Council 
recognises the need for further investment in Lough Boora Parklands and in particular intends to 
pursue the integration of the different elements of the site using recreational forestry as a possible 
medium. In addition, the Council will support efforts to secure an appropriate designation for 

Lough Boora. 

Long Distance Walking Routes 
The Council will designate and seek to protect long distance walking routes within the County and 

participate in their development. 

Sli Mor and Sli Dala 
Two ancient routes traverse County Offaly, the S11 M6r and S11 Dala. It is an objective of the 
Council to protect these routes and sign post them along public roads. 

Slieve Bloom Mountains . . 
Slieve Bloom Mountain area is the only substant1~I upl~n? area rn County Offaly. Approximately 
one-third of the mountains, some 12,000 hectares Ir es wrthrn County Offaly, the remainder being in 
County Laois. The value of the Slieve Bloom derives f~~m the contrast they offer to Offaly's 
otherwise flat landscape. The mountains afford the vr:rtor ~ range of spectacular views, forests and 
. 'd lks p'rcnic sites historic and archaeological srte and areas of scientific interest. The 

rrversr e wa , , . . . . 
. t · area has been designated as an Environment Park and rt 1s an objective of the 

entire moun arn . • • 

C 
.
1 1

. fully the tourist recreational and educational potential that the area has to offer. 
ounc1 to rea ,se , 

Slieve Bloom Mountains - Poli.(;~ . . . . . 

II I
. f tlie Council towards the mountams will be to co-operate with other bodies 111 

The overa po rcy O • • I • I f • . d 
I 

ent of the amenity and recreat1ona potentra o the area while at the same 
encouraging eve opm I • I • • . . h quality and character of t1e environment. Tie Council will encourage 
time, preservrnfg ht e .

11 
ges as a means of enhancing the level of local services and to form a basis 

development o t e vi a • • • f viable tourism industry 111 the mountams. The Council accepts that there 
for the devel~pment O _a 

II 
strategy for the integrated development of the Slieve Bloom area and to 

is need to devise an ove, a • I d f • f • . b I nee between compe ting an uses e.g. arming, orestry, recreation, 
secure an appropriate a a 
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2.6.2 

Section Two Yolurne 0 ne 

nl 11 n 
uni ,,u011£ c,\ 

.L, 

Boglanch 
~ 1 d as a major natural and archaeolo . 

d . ed bog an g1ca1 
.Yillue qf BoglanJS. . ti importance of ra1s . . ·1n the County. The development of th 

-1 cogni es 1e t prov1sIon -1 • (: 
The CouncI re . . 

1 
le in employmen .

1
. t d However the Counc1 will continue 

d ·t cntIca ro d d facI Ita e • to 
re ource an I will be promote an f presentative sample of peatlands and th 

, peat resources f on O a re . . . e 
Count 5 

1
. f seeking the conserva 1. . s the potential for ut11Isat1on of protect d 

Promote a po icy o h Council recogn ise ·1 ·11 1· • e 
. f atland habitats. T e h purposes. The Counc1 w1 1a1se with th 

protection o pe . I and researc . ff e 
eas for tourist, amenity, educat1ona I organisations invo lved in an e ort to secure the 

ar I d on governmenta 
\arious governmenta an n - . . I peatland area of the County. 
con ervation of at least 4% of the angina . 

Bog Conservation Stud}'. . h d the Irish Peatland Conservation Council to have a 
The Council will co-operate w~dth D_uf c as ansound scientific basis the Peatlands, which should be 
study undertaken in order to I ent1 y on a 

co~servedld. b h th the hand of the Council in ensuring the conservation of appropriate 
Thrs wou ot streng en d • 

f I d d t the Same time identify peatland that could be develope commercially. 
areas o peat an an a , 

2.6.3 Plan for After-use of Industrial Peatlands (Cutaway Bogs) 
The Council wi ll seek the formulation of a comprehensive integrated landuse plan for the future 
development and utilisation of the large areas of cutaway bog, which now exists in the county. In 
addition, the plan shou ld cater for development of further areas of cutaway bog, which will arise 
over the next thirty years as turf/ peat production comes to an end of the county's industrial 
boglands. There are 32,400 hectares (80,000 Acres) of peatland in Bord N a Mona ownership in 
County Off~ly. Because of the significant areas of land involved, it is important to avoid piecemeal 
or unco-ordinated use/ development of this major resource. 

2.7 

The ar~a under cuta_way bog has the potential to re-define the image of County Offaly as a scenic 
area w~ th al predom,~ance of_ rural type uses such as grassland forestry wetlands wilderness and 
recreatIona areas. It Is essential that th 

1 
' ' any O er uses should be carefully integrated into this pattern. 

An indicative pilot study completed b ERM 
towards a possible method of • t _Y on behalf of the Eco-Region Group points the way 

in egrating a numb f • h b en 
identified in Lough Boora Parkland h' h . er O sites. An area for a pilot scheme as e_ 
areas, such as Finnamore Lakes Ls w 

1

I
c
8 

will afford the possibility of linking the existing amenity 
Th . , oug1 oora Tu N o· agh 

e Dernes, the Grand Canal and th R. ' rraun ature Reserves, Loch Clochan, nn . ' 
• 6·1· e 1ver Brosna Th h f site su,ta 1 Ity, completion of an ecolo • 

1 
• e sc eme is subject to the assessment 0 

g,ca survey and th • 
1 e imp ementation of a management plan. 

Retail and Commercial D 1 h • eve opment • 
T ~ retail sector is important as b th s. 
maJor e_mp loyer. The Counci l recign· a funhda~ental service for the whole community and a: a 
centres ,n towns d .11 ises t e Impo t . • erv1ce 
Strategy 2002 ~n v1 ages. In accordance w·th I r ance of developing retailing w1th1n s R tail 
existin , sho '. t e Council recognises that n~ t le . Retail Guidelines 2000 and the O ff~ly. ethe 

develo~men~P';~ areas o_f the towns and viii; :etail devel~pments are best located w1th;ntYPe 
in local e Council recognises the . g s and not in the form of 'out of centre d 

centres or n • hb important f • . I cate 
eig ourhood centres. unction in urban areas of local shops 0 
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Section Three Voiu 
me One 

I l flH'tll l'l,lll 
()(f,1h ( ()11111 ~ I)('\(' Of • 

. nf Antcrrn.1.c; U' ,11on of n,,,.,Is, the ouncil en ourages ow 
.'l . f 2.S .(.a Im .1t1QO , -I in 1111111'< ,,.,.,,11 p,o, < r, ' >11 c• xi., Iing support struct'ures and mast ners arid 

In p1d1'1 IP ,n<11< ' I 111011 of ,1ntc•nn,1< < s. 
11 I<' th<' ( () (){ ' 

Plll't ,11 Pl" IO f,l< I I ,1 

1:t.r.11th .Jnd !>afcl • f ~ H'< ,., ,1 ;., ,1 t<'<lttirc>rrw111 for ope1:dt'~Jrs tc(Jlf.~ProAv)ide a statement 
3. t 2.h I I he illh ,rnd .,,1 ct ' .,, ' i · , · l'rol<'< l ion /\ sc;o< 1r1t1on " Cuidelin r,r 

In rt' ,1111111 < • t 1 ii R 1<,1,1 ,on p ., d C!s 01 
I 

, "ilh tlH' I111,,, n,1 ,01 , ' h 11 riv1 1<,n t f·urop •an r •-slanc,ar 501 66-2 h· ''rth~ 

.1 

.1 .1 

3.13.2 

l 11mp 1,11H ( (I ) 19HH) ()I t (' (', ,L ( f r 'N lrh ~ 
,,1,y,1t.., \ ol r; t n. 1 :11~ 'll'iin' ,1rrrrn1,wm •n ts wi th t~1 ' D •~art men~ o _r~nsport, Enr.!r,, ,.,., 
been t t)nd1t1n1wrl b th< h<_<I , ~ ,nee that an installation of the type applied for tc1rnplj~Y 'ltlrl 

i1111muni1 .1110 11., ,ind to fu1 n1s 1 cv1 es 'Ni1h 

tht ,1bon' guid1' 1i1ws. 

Renewable Energ\:'. 

National Climate Change Polic}'.. G en Paper on Sustainable Energy and the National Cl' 
In ac ordance with the Goven_1lments _res the importance of ass isting in the develop irnate 
Cl St . t gy the CouncI recognise .1 rnent f 

1ange ,a e , f . ental and energy policy reasons. It w, I be the polic f 0 

I t • ergy sources or envIronm . . Yo th a terna 1ve en h • • of electricity generation from w· d e 
lannin authority to encourage t e proviSion . . . m energ 

~indfa~ms shall comply with the Windfarm Guidelines issued by the Department of t~ 

Environment 1996. 

Wind Energy 
The Council will respond to planning applications for renewable energy development on a case 6 
case basis. In general the Council will encourage win? energy in so far as su~h ?evelopments woul~ 
not have an adverse affect on residential amenities, views or prospects, public rights of way, wildlif 
habitats, special areas of conservation, protected structures, _bird ~igration paths, aircraft flig~; 
paths by reason of noise, electromagnetic interference or visual impact. Appl ications for such 
developments will not be encouraged in Areas of High Amenity. 

3.13.3 Wind Farm Location 
In general, 
(a) Wind farms will not be permitted in NHAs, SACs or in areas above the 400-foot contour or 

in areas of special control. ' 
(b) 

(c) 
(d) 

Locations on cut away bog in close proximity to the existing National Grid will be the 
preferred location for such installations. 
Other locations in rural areas will be open to consideration 
Applications for Windfarms will not be encouraged in area~ of high amenity. 

3.14 Illegal Dumping 

3.15 

3.16 

3.16.1 

The Council prohibits the illegal dumping f 
particularly outside the county landfill site t 

O 
O 

w
1
astes and litter throughout the county and 

a erryc ure. 

Recycling 
The Council will encourage the p .. 
d I rovIsIon of r I' II 11' 

eve opments as part of its contin d . ecyc ing systems of an appropriate scale in a ne 
ue commitment t th . . . . 0 e expansion of recycling facil1t1es. 

local Amenhy_ Schem~ 

List of Locations for Schem 
The potential of Local A ~ . 
employment is reco ni men1_ty Schemes both to rovide 
the following locatiogns std._ It is an objective of the ~nhan~e the environment and_ also to :rnes at 
operate and consult w· h ubJ~ct to the availabilit f /uncil to develop and co-ordinate sc~ will co· 

it Duchas in the carryin y o inance. Where applicable, the counc1 
g out of these schemes. 

offalY cou 

3.16.2 

3.17 

3. 18 

3.18.1 
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Secure and stable energy supply for the long tl'lm. 

Reduced reliance on pensive fuel Imports. 

Investment and employm nt In our Indigenous 
renewable energy projects, often in rural and 
underdeveloped areas. 

8.1 .1 Renewable Energy - Policy Context at a 
National Level 

National Climate Change Strategy (2007-2012) as 
provided for in the National Development Plan 
(2007-2013). 

Energy White Paper "Delivering a Sustainable 
Energy Future for Ire/and" (2007). This sets out the 
broad energy policy framework for the long-term 
development of the energy sector, including power 
generation and energy use in transport and the 
built environment. The energy paper recognises 
that energy po/ icy must make a substantial 
contribution to reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
through energy efficiency improvements, changes 
in the fuel mix and the increased use of renewable 
energy. 

Nationa l Energy Efficiency Action Plan, submitted 

to the European Commission in October 2007 (due 
to be published in 2009). 

Amended Building Regulations for new houses and 
apartments built from July 2008. 

Consultation Paper on National Energy Efficiency 
Action Plan for Ireland 2007-2010. 

Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI), formerly the Irish 

Energy Centre, was set up by the Government in 2002 

as Ireland's national energy agency. SEl's mission is to 

promote and assist in the development of sustainable 
energy. This includes: 

1. Advising Government on policies and measures on 
sustainable energy 

2. Implementing programmes agreed by Government 

3. Stimulating sustainable energy policies and actions 

by public bodies, the business sector, local 

communities and individual consumers. 
(Refer to www.SEl.ie) 

8.1.2 National Targets on Renewable Energy 

Renewable energy sources comprise approximately 2% 

of Ireland 's total energy consumption (2007). The 

• (2007) puts fo rward a Government's Energy White Paper f II 
target In achieving an Increase in the percenta_ge of a 

t" al bas is rom electricity consumed on a na ,on 2020 
renewable sources to 15% by 20l 0 and 33% ~Y f E~ 
(Nol<' In J00'j I 3.97% of gross Plectrical consumption o . 
countric>s w<1s from renewab e i=>nergy s . I ourcesl It is an obwc-
live of the EU to ra ise this contribution to 22.1 % by 2010). 

8
• 1 .3 Local Level . which 

A Midlands Energy Agency has been established ( . 
includes the funct ional area of Offaly). Its role ,s to 
promote energy conservat ion an • d t he use of renewable 
energy sources. 

The Council will continue to take a positive approach to 
the acceptance and development of renewable energy 
faci lities, where appropriate. Applications will be dealt 
with on a case-by-case basis. 

S.2 Renewables - Sources 
8.2.1 Wind Energy . . 
The principal ren ewable inland resource which_ is 
accessible to technology at the present time is wind 

energy. The Department of the Environment, Heritage 

and Local Government has produced Wind Energy 
Guidel ines (2006) w hich t he Council has regard to. 

Site suitability is an important factor in determining the 

suitab ility of wind fa rms (tu rb ines), having regard t o 

possible adverse impacts associated with for examp le 

res idential amenities, views or prospects, public ri ghts 

of way, wildl ife, habitats, special areas of conservation, 

protected structures, bird migration paths, aircraft flight 

paths or disturbance by reason of noise, 

electromagnetic interference or v isual impact. 

The Council is therefore requ ired to ach ieve a 

reasonable balance between responding to overall 

positive Government policy on renewable energy and 

enabling the wind energy resou rces of the Planning 

Authority's area to be harnessed in a manner that is 

cons istent with proper planning and sustainable 

development. In this regard, the Council has produced a 

Wind Energy Strategy for the county which is an 

appendix to this plan . Map 8.1 is taken from the 

strategy and shows the Wind Energy Strategy for the 

County, in particular showing areas which are suitable 

for Wind Energy Developments, subject to policies 

outlined in the strategy and to all other relevant 
provisions of this plan. 

1 
http//ec.europa.eu/energy/res/index_en.htm 
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OFFALY COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2009 - 2015 
Volume 1 - Written Statement 

The following DEDs are designated as CLAR areas in 
County Offaly: Broughal; Killyon; Ballincor; Gorteen; 
Clonmacnoise; Mounterin; Barna; Roscomroe; Derryad; 
Croghan; Cangort; Templeharry; Eglish; Knockdrin; 
Dunkerrin; Tu lia; Hinds; Aghancon; Ettagh and 
Kilclonfert (Refer to Map 10.1 ). The Council supports 
the improvement of services for people living and 
working in rural areas and will faci litate such 
improvements where appropriate and necessary. 

Agriculture and Food 
The agri-food sector continues to be one of the most 
important and dynamic indigenous manufacturing 
elements in the Irish economy. It consists of 131 ,000 
family farms and industrial units spread throughout the 
country. In 2006, the sector accounted for just over 8% 
of Gross Domestic Product and employment and 
almost 1 % of total exports (Department of Agriculture, 
2007). 

Under the National Development Plan 2007-2013, a 
number of funding measures have been introduced to 
support the diversification of farms in Ireland. Grant aid 
of 70% is available to recognised bodies such as An 
Bord Glas and An Bord Bia for the marketing and 
promotion of organic farming. 

Grant aid of 50% is available to farmers, groups, 
companies or co-operatives for the provision of 
facilities for grading, packing, storage and distribution 

of organic produce. 

STRATEGY 
The Council will encourage the continued use of 

agricultural farm holdings whilst also supporting the 
diversification of farms. The Council acknowledges that 

the diversification of uses on rural landholdings may be 

necessary in order to ensure the continued viability of 

agricultural ways of life and that cross subsidisation 

between uses and activities may be necessary in order 

to make rural farm holdings viable. 

10.1 Settlement 
The Council recognises that rural villages and the open 

countryside are attractive areas for people to live and 

work in (Refer to Chapter 4, Settlement Strategy for 

policies relating to settlement in the county). The open 

countryside is traditionally linked to farming and its 

associated land uses which generally relate to the 

management of land and of livestock. Such uses 

include tillage, dairying and harvesting crops. The 
Council encourages the continued tradition of 
farming and its associated uses where it already exists 
and also will seek to facilitate the diversification of the 
rural economy through alternative enterprise sources. 

10.2 Peatlands 
The Council recognises the importance of raised 
bogland as a major natural and archaeological resource 
and its critical role in employment provision in the 
county. The development of the county's peat resources 
will be promoted and facilitated. The Council also 
recognises the potential for the utilisation of protected 
peatland areas for tourist, amenity, educational and 
research purposes. The Council will liaise with the 
various governmental and non-governmental 

organisations involved in an effort to secure the 
conservation of at least 4% of the original peatland 

areas of the county. 

Bord na M6na owns approximately 7% of the peatlands 
of Ireland. The term 'cutaway' is used to describe the 
land area left after the major portion of the original peat 
deposit has been removed or exploited for fuel (Refer to 

Map 10.2). 

The Council recognises that the boglands require a 
strategy to set out the possible landuses that can 
compliment and enhance both the employment and 
tourism sectors and the environment alike for the 

county. 

Peatlands offer the opportunity to contribute to the 
diversification of the rural economy through a number 
of measures including a number of employment uses. 

They could potentially accommodate large scale energy 

production in the form of wind farms and bio energy 

fuel sources (Refer to Chapter 8, Energy and 

Communications). The Council will encourage the 

sustainable and appropriate use of the peatlands for 

employment generating uses when all other planning 

and environmental considerations are met. A number of 

the peatlands within the county are protected 

through international and national designations (Refer 

to Chapter 15, Natural Heritage). The Council will seek to 

achieve a balance in developing such a valuable land 

resource whilst also protecting the heritage _and 

environmental value of these areas where required. 
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Farming practices and activities can place pressure on 
the environment. In recent years, environmental 
considerations have played an increasing part in EU 
agriculture pol icy. Efforts are being made by the 
Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government (DOEHLG) to facilitate agriculture and its 
associated practices in line with the protection of the 
environment. The Department of Agriculture Food and 
Forestry operates a number of environmental measures 
such as the Rural Environmental Protection Scheme 
(REPS), Farm Waste Management Scheme, Dairy 
Hygiene Scheme and Extensifications. 

In addition, farmers receiving payments under various 
EU supported measures must comply with certain 
environmental standards as part of the conditions for 
such aid. The Department's booklet 'Good Farming 

Practice' sets down the environmental requirements 
applicable to the schemes. 

While the Council recognises the significance of the 

county's agricultural sector, it also acknowledges that 

certain aspects of the sector's environmenta l impact 
requires to be controlled. 

5 This refers to measures that farmers may adopt and which have the objec­
tiv~ of reducing the amount or farm products that farmers produce and/or 
of improving environmental and animal welfare conditions. 

10.7 For ry 
Th ov rc1II ,ilm of niltional policy in relation to forestry 
Is to cl v lop th s ctor to a sea IP and in a manner which 
maximises Its contribution to national economic and 
social well being on a su5tainable basis, and which is 
compatible with the protection of the environment 
(Ireland Rural Development National Strateg1, 2007-

2013). 

The Midland district6 has a total forest area of just over 
30,000ha and a productive area of 28,000ha., 
accounting for about 8% of the total Coillte productive 
forest area nationally (Coillte Midland Strategic Plan 
2006-201 O) . The Council will seek to accommodate 
afforestation throughout the county where it is deemed 
appropriate, both native broadleaf and coniferous 
species and in accordance with the proper planning and 

sustainable development of the county. 

10.8 Energy 
The Council must seek to contri bute to meeting targets 
in relation to reducing the consumption of non-renew­
able fuel sources. In this regard, the Council recognises 
that the rural economy can contribute to th is sector and 
will facilitate, where appropriate, the development of 
alternative fuel sources in the county (Refer to Chapter 
8, Energy and Communications). 

The Council will encourage and fac ilitate the 
development of local or community based renewable 
projects in the county, notwithstanding their suitability 
and additional considerations such as compliance 
with relevant guidelines, location, nature of use and 

scale where it can be demonstrated that such proposals 
are feasible. Such projects may take the form of a wind 

farm (Refer to Chapter 8, Energy and Communications). 

10.9 Bio Energy 
Energy production from biomass can reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions, provide a secure native fuel 

source and provide some diversification out of 

traditional farm enterprises. Most EU countries have 

launched programmes to promote biofuel production. 

The Council will support the development of the 

bio-energy industry in the county, including rural areas, 
where appropriate. 

6 
:or the purposes of Coillte's District Strategic Plan 2006-201 o, the Midlands 

District comprises Offaly, Laois and Kildare. 
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H •droelectric power can be defined in simple terms as 
turbines that are driven by falling water which have the 
potential to generate power. No large scale 
hydroelectric stations exist within the county at 
present, which is most likely attributed to the county's 
predominantly flat landscape. 

8.2.4 Biomass 
Methods utilised to convert energy from biomass fuels 

include: 
• Gasification or combustion of fuels (e.g. wood, short 

rotation wood coppice, municipal solid waste). 
Anaerobic digestion (of animal slurries, wastewater, 

abattoir waste etc). 

In general terms, these renewable energy sources are 
considered positively, however any such proposals will 
be considered on individual merit, having regard to 
national, regional and local policy, including in 
particular, the Midlands Waste Management Plan. 

8.2.5 Solar Energy 
Solar energy can provide a sustainable source of energy 
for buildings and reduces demand for electricity supply 

from the national grid. Solar energy is achieved by the 
manner in which glass and other materials and 

structures are utilised to capture and magnify the sun's 

energy. Three basic techniques are used today to 

harness solar energy and gain maximum benefit of 

solar energy in buildings: 

Passive Solar 

Active Solar Heating 

Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Systems 

The Council encourages such methods in the provision 

of renewable energy, subject to design and other 

considerations, over the plan period. 

8.2.6 Ground Source Heating Systems 
The Council will encourage the provision of ground 

source heat pumps, also known as geothermal heat 
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8.2.7 
Proposals for wa te to Pnergy development on a 
smaller scale will be considered, having regard to the 
provisions of this County Development Plan and the 
proper planning and sustainable development of the 

area. 

8.2.8 Small-•Scale Renewable Energy 
The classification of small-scale renewable energy 
sources are in line with the Department of the Environ­
ment, Heritage and Local Government's Planning and 
Development Regulations (exempted development), 
2007. The provision of each of t he following for 
domestic use is exempt from planning permission, 
subject to certain conditions as set out in the Planning 
and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended): 

Stand-alone wind turbines 
Building mounted wind turbines 
Building mounted solar panels 
Stand alone solar panels 
Ground source heat pumps 
Air source heat pumps 
Biomass (includes fuel storage tanks/ structures) 

New Planning & Development Regulations came in to 
effect on 2nd July 2008 which provide exemptions for 
wind turbines, met masts, combined heat and power 
(CHP) plants, solar panels and biomass boiler units, 
subject to certain conditions for industrial, commercial 

and public buildings. 

8.3 Energy Efficiency 
Energy efficiency is paramount if Ireland is to assist in 

mitigating its vulnerability to climate change and to 

volatile fuel prices. The EU Directive on the Energy 

Performance of Buildings (EPBD), as transposed into 

Irish legislation in 2006, contains a range of provisions 

aimed at improving energy performance in residential 

and non-residential buildings both new build and 

existing. The incorporation of good design into 

developments is considered as being the key in 

achieving optimum energy performance of buildings. 

As part of the Directive, a Building Energy Rating 
{BER) certificate, which is effectively an energy 

efficiency label, will be required at the point of sale or 

rental of a building, or on completion of a new building. 
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